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March 20, 2019 
 
TO:   The Honorable Representative Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
   House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness 
 
   The Honorable Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair 
   House Committee on Public Safety, Veterans, & Military Affairs 
   
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: HCR 205/HR 183 – RELATING TO INCARCERATED PARENTS 
 
   Hearing: March 22, 2019, 9:30 a.m. 
     Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates 

the intent of these resolutions to support appropriate child-parent relationships of children 

of incarcerated parents, and provides comments.  DHS defers to the Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) with the authority over correctional facilities and programs, including any 

planning and resource needs necessary to implement.   

PURPOSE:  The purpose of these resolutions are to require the development of a 

plan for visitation centers for children of incarcerated parents at all state operated 

correctional facilities. 

DHS is open to further discussions and collaboration with the Department of 

Public Safety (DPS), the Family Reunification Working Group, and other stakeholders to 

develop a plan to develop visitation centers at the state’s correction facilities.   

DPS has already established programs to promote parenting skills and other child-

bonding activities such as Keiki O Ka Aina’s Play and Learn, Read Aloud, Read-to-me, Keala 

Hou, Family Days, etc.  Assessment, planning, collaboration and recommendation for the 
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development of this effort will require new staff resources and funding.  New ongoing 

funding will also be required to implement and sustain a statewide DPS visitation program 

at all facilities, based on the recommendations. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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